SUTTONS BAY-BINGHAM FIRE & RESCUE AUTHORITY
REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
May 12, 2026
I. CALL TO ORDER
Dorothy Petroskey called the meeting to order on Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 6:00  p.m. at Suttons Bay-Bingham Fire Department.  
II. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS – Quorum Present
Dorothy Petroskey	, President		Present
Mary Woods, Vice-President		Present
Jeff Layman, Bingham Rep		Present
Mike Hill, Secretary/Treasurer		Present
John Holcombe				Absent
Chief Jim Porter (staff)	Present
Captain Bowen (staff)  	Present
Public in person:  6
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT – 
Barry Adler – Adler is a lawyer representing Matt Vansheenis who was involved in an ambulance accident on November 4, 2025.  He stated that Vansteenis was terminated while on medical leave.  He stated that the Department’s actions were discriminatory.  Vansteenis  was scheduled for five shifts when his doctor had not cleared him for work.  Adler contends that Vansteenis  was terminated from his job for not reporting to work while he was on sick leave.   

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Woods/moved, Hill/supported, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried.   4,0

VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
April 14, 2026 -  Hill/moved, Layman/supported, to approve the April 14, 2026 minutes as presented.  Motion carried.  4,0
VII.  FIRE CHIEF REPORT
Chief Porter has submitted the paperwork for the millage in the August election.  

VIII. TREASURER’S REPORT
An income/expense record was submitted.  
IX. APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
Chief Porter pointed out some expenses and explained as needed.  
Hill/moved, Layman/supported to approve Accounts Payable in the amount of $63,212.25.  Motion carried.  4,0

X. CORRESPONDENCE – None

XI. NEW BUSINESS
1. IAFF Grievances  
Chris Beauchamp - Comment 
He is handling his own grievance.  He noted several occasions where he believes policy was not followed.  He is asking the Department to follow the contract.  He did not sign a memo about a calendar that was not attached.  He stated that the Department showed bias and discrimination.   
Matt Vansteenis - Comment
Matt Vansteenis spoke on his own behalf concerning his grievance.  He stated his work experience, training, and lack of reprimands up to this point.  He described his physical and emotional injuries from the November 4, 2025 ambulance accident emphasizing the traumatic nature of the experience.  He was not given a reprimand and feels he should be reinstated to his job.  
  
2. Consideration of confidential written legal opinion- possible closed session under MCL 15.268 (1)(h)
ACTION:  Woods moved to go to closed session according to MCL 15.268 (1)(h); supported by Hill.  
ROLL CALL VOTE
Dorothy Petroskey	, President		YES
Mary Woods, Vice-President		YES
Jeff Layman, Bingham Rep		YES
Mike Hill, Secretary/Treasurer		YES
John Holcombe				ABSENT   	  Motion carried.   4,0

The Board moved to a closed session at 6:22 p.m.
-----------------------------------------------------------
Woods moved / Layman supported to return to open session at 7:10 p.m.  Motion carried.  4,0   

Woods moved / Layman supported to deny Chris Beauchamp’s grievance #26-06.  Motion carried.  4,0 

Hill moved / Layman supported  to deny Matt Vansteenis’ grievance #26-08. Motion carried.  4,0

3. MI MABAS agreement
This is a policy and procedure program.
Petroskey moved / Hill supported to accept the MI MABAS agreement.  Motion carried.  4,0

2% Grant June Cycle
The Board decided to apply to the June cycle of the 2% grant for the Lexapol program.  

4. Approval of new employee
Petroskey moved / Woods supported the approval of a new hire, Kirk Norman.  Motion carried.  4,0

XII. OLD BUSINESS - None

XIII. AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMENTS – None
XIV. PUBLIC COMMENT
Chris Beauchamp -  He is disappointed in the lack of caring for the workforce.  4 paramedics have left the Department.  Less qualified people are being hired.  The citizens are getting a lesser service.  
Laura Vansteenis – She commented on her husband’s termination.  His job was his life and he was good at it. She has seen his spirit fall and it has affected their family.  She is disappointed in the outcome and feels it is not fair.   
Barry Adler -  He commented that the Board has made a poor decision.  The decision is clearly illegal.  Vansteenis was fired for no reason.  This is not the end.  
XV.    The meeting was adjourned at 7:25. p.m.  

Minutes by Cindy Kacin, Recording Secretary
Mike Hill, Secretary
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